ARRIVAL AT  BISKRA.                              209

We remonstrated with the men in our limited Arabic vocab-
ulary, aided by gesticulations, for allowing the women to do all
the work. Their answer was, "Oh, we play at fantasia, ride,
and hunt; this is not our work." To make our observations
perfectly clear, we set to work and helped the fine-looking wom-
en to pull the tent's pegs from the ground, which act amused
them all considerably. This was an introduction, and as usual
they held out hands for backsheesh; but we answered with a
counter-demand for backsheesh, as we had better claim, having
earned it. By this as much laughter was evoked as we had
ever seen among this rather mournful class, and we parted on
friendly terms.
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